
April 7, 2025 
Regular Meeting 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Halstad was duly called 
and held at the Halstad Telephone Company community room in said city on April 7, 2025, at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Mayor Darin Johnson called the regular meeting to order at 5:25 p.m.  
 
The following council members were present: Mayor Darin Johnson, Brandon Mickelson, Gaylord Christianson, 
Donna Scholl and Peter Jacobson. Absent: None.  Others in attendance: Jay DeLong, Kristi Melting, Stephen Slick, 
Lucas Spaeth, Utilities Superintendent, and City Clerk/Treasurer Alli Tice. 
 
Additions to Agenda – None.  Motion to approve agenda by Gaylord Christianson, seconded by Peter Jacobson, 
unanimous vote, motion carried. Council will allow Lucas Spaeth and Stephen Slick to discuss new business items 
F. and G. after the public forum and correspondence. 
 
Approval of March 10, 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes - Motion to approve minutes as presented by Brandon 
Mickelson, seconded by Donna Scholl, unanimous vote, motion carried. 
 
Public Forum and Correspondence- No comments or correspondence. 
 
New Business: 
WCRWD – Letter of Inclusion – Lucas Spaeth presented to the council along with Stephen Slick of AE2S about the 
updates for the regional water project.  Slick was appointed by the Clay County district court as the West Central 
Regional Water District (WCRWD) engineer.  East Central Regional Water District is working on getting easements 
to bring a water line across the Red River.  The project boundaries have changed since the initial project inception.  
The USDA application was submitted with the Preliminary Engineering Report for water and is waiting for review. 
Halstad will be amending our original USDA application when our wastewater Preliminary Engineering Report is 
completed.  Federal funding received for the project is $3.5 million which includes $1.75 million from Norman 
County and $1.75 million from the City of Felton.  The federal funding will assist in the upsizing of the water supply 
line.  The 2025 Minnesota Legislative Session funding request is $9.7 million.  The next steps will be submitting a 
detailed engineering survey/viewer report to the court, holding a second public hearing and getting court approval 
and order of the project buildout.  A memorandum of understanding is needed from the City of Halstad to 
formalize the intent to be included in the WCRWD planning.  The City of Halstad will need to pay a non-refundable 
downpayment of $500.00 to WCRWD.  Motion was made by Gaylord Christianson to enter into the memorandum 
of understanding with WCRWD and to pay the $500.00 downpayment, seconded by Donna Scholl, unanimous 
vote, motion carried.  
USDA Application – Slick explained to the council that the engineering agreement reviewed by the council at last 
month’s meeting for the wastewater Preliminary Engineering Report through the USDA grant needs to include all 
the language with the red line edits and additions.  Motion was made to approve the agreement with Advanced 
Engineering and Environmental Services, LLC for engineering services for the PER for the USDA application by 
Darin Johnson, Peter Jacobson seconded, unanimous vote, motion carried.   
 
Consent Agenda 
Gaylord Christianson moved to approve the consent agenda, Donna Scholl seconded, unanimous vote, motion 
carried.  The following items were on the consent agenda: 

A. Monthly claims for March 2025 
B. General checking bank reconciliation for March 2025 

 
Wimmer and Sunrise Report- The Wimmer Homes has one opening that will be rented in May.  We are working 
on an eviction for one tenant at Wimmer Homes.  The State of Minnesota Boiler Inspector completed the annual 
boiler inspection at the Sunrise today, which passed.  Lucas Spaeth gave a tour of the Sunrise Apartments to an 
interested party on March 21st.  
 



Utilities Report – The new bobcat was delivered on March 17th. The 1974 dump truck needs new brake lines.  
There are two sewer service line road patches that will need asphalt this summer.  The utilities staff will be 
meeting with the Red River Valley Cooperative Power to go over maintenance plans.  The generators displayed a 
hunting mode during the base load run.  Interstate Power Systems did not find any issues.  The utilities staff will 
need to work on completing a lead and copper sight plan.  Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association will be 
putting on training for chemical hazards on May 20th and holding a regional meeting on June 17th in Halstad. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
Blighted and Dangerous Properties- Clerk Tice suggested that the council complete a drive around the city to 
make note of any nuisance violations or the city council members can complete individual lists of nuisance 
violations that they noticed throughout the city.  No action was taken. 
Landmark- (Halstad School and Property) – The committee will be meeting April 8th at 7 PM.  The HVAC was 
turned on today in the Riverview Diary space.   
RFP for Redevelopment – The deadline was extended. 
Valley United Coop Property – update – A quit claim deed drafted by Attorney Larson was sent to Valley United 
for approval and signatures.  We are waiting to receive the signed quit claim deed to complete the property 
acquisition. 
Land Purchase Proposal – update – A purchase agreement was signed by the Furuseth’s and the City of Halstad.  
City Attorney Stephen Larson will complete a title search and draft a warranty deed for closing on the property. 
Chicken Ordinance – More time is needed to research the ordinance.  No action was taken. 
 
New Business: 
Zoning Permit – Jeremy Melting – The city council received a zoning permit from Jeremy Melting for a grain bin 
gazebo and a shed for storage and serving for his property located at 117 US Hwy 200.  A member of the public 
questioned why galvanized steel would be allowed. A conditional use permit was brought to the council’s 
attention as a possibility for the property.  Clerk Tice will contact Stephen Larson to see if a CUP is needed.  No 
action was taken. 
Sunrise Savings Account – The Sunrise Apartments has had a savings account for years with a minimal balance.  
Due to fee changes at Red River State Bank, the Sunrise savings account was charged a dormancy fee leaving a 
balance of $0.01 in the account.  Clerk Tice asked the council for permission to close the savings account and 
transfer the balance into the Sunrise checking account.  Motion was made by Donna Scholl to close the Sunrise 
savings account and transfer the balance to the Sunrise checking account, seconded by Gaylord Christianson, 
unanimous vote, motion carried. 
Resolution 2025-04-07A – Appointing NMPA Board Members - Brandon Mickelson made a motion to appoint 
Lucas Spaeth as director and Darin Johnson as advisor on the Northern Municipal Power Agency Board as 
presented in the resolution, Peter Jacobson seconded, unanimous vote, motion carried. 
Resolution 2025-04-07B – Accepting Donations - A resolution was presented to approve donations totaling 
$5,814.00 to the City of Halstad. Donna Scholl moved to approve the resolution, seconded by Peter Jacobson, 
unanimous vote, motion carried. 
LRC-table/chair purchase with HFD donation – The Halstad Fire Department gambling fund donated $3,500 to 
the city to purchase 12 tables and 96 chairs for the LRC.  Clerk Tice presented a quote for 12 tables and 96 chairs 
from Sam’s Club in the amount of $3,551.51.  Motion was made by Brandon Mickelson to purchase the 12 tables 
and 96 chairs from Sam’s Club as presented, seconded by Peter Jacobson, unanimous vote, motion carried. 
East Side/Blue Park Equipment Concern – The city council received a concern from a resident about the spacing 
of the railings on the bridge on the playground equipment at the east side/blue park.  We will check with the 
equipment company to see if there is a replacement or other solution for the spacing of the railings. 
 
Other -  
 
Upcoming events- Pet Clinic 05.06.2025, Clean-up 06.10.2025, All-School Reunion 07.25.2025-07.27.2025 
 
Gaylord Christianson moved and seconded by Peter Jacobson to adjourn the meeting at 6:52 pm, vote unanimous, 
motion carried.  
 



The next Regular meeting of the City Council will be on Monday, May 12, 2025, at 5:15 pm.   
 

  
      
  
 _______________________________ 
               Alli Tice / City Clerk-Treasurer  


